66                                      THE   U.S.S.R.
There are a number of other Asiatic rivers, such as the
Syr Darya, which bring life to the desert. They all have a
similar regime to that of the Amu Darya, although the smaller
streams sink into the sands before reaching the Sea of Aral.
The Caucasian Rivers. The Terek, Sulak, Kura, and Arax
have a regime similar to that of the rivers of Middle Asia.
The Kuban is used by small vessels for navigation. The most
important asset of these Caucasian rivers, however, is their
value as sources of hydro-electric power. This is equally true
of several of the Asiatic rivers.
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